
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 1 December 2022] 

 p6227b-6236a 
Hon Shelley Payne; Hon Darren West; Hon Jackie Jarvis; Hon Dr Steve Thomas; Hon Alannah MacTiernan; 

Hon Sandra Carr; Hon Peter Foster 

 [1] 

McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Motion 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [11.31 am] — without notice: I move — 
That this house commends the McGowan government for its strong commitment to our regions, particularly 
acknowledges the work of the regional development commissions, and recognises the positive contributions 
that the regional economic development grant program has made to businesses in regional Western Australia, 
stimulating economic growth and diversifying regional economies. 

It gives me great pleasure to move this motion today on our regional development commissions, which we have 
not yet had an opportunity to talk about, and the great work they do, as well as our regional economic development 
grant program, which is stimulating economic growth and diversifying our regional economies. 
As I said, we have not really discussed the regional development commissions that operate around our state and 
the really pivotal role they play in furthering economic development in our regions. They are the eyes and ears on the 
ground. They are based out in the regions and I know that they play a really pivotal role in making sure that we 
know what is happening on the ground out there. 
I have had a bit to do with a few of these development commissions, particularly the Goldfields–Esperance Development 
Commission, the Great Southern Development Commission and the Wheatbelt Development Commission. Great 
people work in these organisations and really do a lot of work to connect the government and the private sector to 
create practical solutions for our regions, as well as promoting jobs and liveability in our regions, diversifying our 
economic base, and helping to attract skilled people to our regions. 
I think that the development commissions really proved their worth during the COVID pandemic. They helped 
us to understand what was going on out in the regions during that time by doing data collection on shopping habits, 
available jobs, housing issues and things like that. They worked with local governments and businesses in the regions 
to help and support them during that really difficult time. I commend those development commissions for their work. 
A lot of the work that these commissions do is perhaps not clearly evident. They have their little offices in the regions 
and they are not out there in the public view, but they do very valuable work in coordinating businesses with 
government and local governments to tackle issues together. A lot of those issues may otherwise fall through the 
cracks. I commend the Minister for Regional Development for resetting the regional development portfolio when 
she came into the role in 2017 and backing the development commission model. I acknowledge how much the 
development commissions are delivering and the difference that has made to the regions. 
As I said, the development commissions particularly make a difference to issues for which no agency has taken 
a lead. For instance, as a result of our recent skills summit, we now have regional coordination committees, which 
the development commissions are taking the lead on chairing. The development commissions deal with issues like 
childcare in Esperance and the goldfields and investigate what exactly the issues are. For example, we have a waitlist 
of over 100 for childcare places in Esperance. They are looking at industrial land and some of the demand assessment 
studies. Hon Kyle McGinn would know about the great work that is being done in Kalgoorlie on that issue. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan took on the issue of feral camels, which nobody was taking on, and that was really great. 
The development commission in Esperance organised a great hydrogen forum for all our farmers to come to earlier 
this year, which was a great opportunity for us in Esperance to understand about that industry and what impact it 
might have. The feature film industry is really big. I commend the work that has been done in Esperance as well as 
by the Great Southern Development Commission. Tim Winton’s movie Blueback was recently filmed in Bremer Bay, 
and this has been really great for the regions, as well as giving local people and businesses an opportunity to be 
involved. Members will have heard the recent announcement by our government about the wind farm that the 
Water Corporation has taken over in Kojonup. The Great Southern Development Commission has also worked on 
that project, which started back in 2008. 
In Esperance, housing and land are big issues right now. The development commission has really done a lot of 
work towards helping the Shire of Esperance with a housing study, as well as giving money throughout the COVID 
pandemic towards repurposing our youth hostel and backpacker accommodation into workers’ accommodation. 
The commitment to facilitate Aboriginal economic development in the regions through our regional economic 
development grants has also been great. 
I take a moment to acknowledge the work of our minister, as she steps down from her ministerial role after 30 years 
of service to the people of Western Australia, and the immense contribution she has made to this state. It has really 
been a privilege to get the opportunity to see firsthand how she manages to achieve what she does and deliver for 
her state. When I first came in here as a regional member, I really did not know what to expect. I was blown away 
by all of our ministers—their dedication to their work, their work ethic and what they achieve for our state—but 
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particularly by Minister MacTiernan. She is undoubtedly the best ag minister we have ever seen. She has worked 
so hard for many years servicing our state. I note from previous comments just how good she is at getting money 
for the Agricultural Region, which I am very grateful for. I note that she is the longest serving female minister in 
history, with 13 years in state cabinet. Her work ethic and passion is outstanding. I particularly admire her ability 
to think strategically for the state. She is the first minister to have a portfolio for the hydrogen industry. It takes 
a brave person to take on these sort of strategic issues and drive the state in a way that is really going to be great for 
the future. Members should watch the video that was filmed for Hon Reece Whitby’s recent visit to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change about where Western Australia is moving to in the future and just how 
fortunate we are here with all our resources. It is a really great video to watch and it acknowledges the impact that 
Minister MacTiernan has had in driving our state forward. I also want to acknowledge the building back of the 
agriculture department. I thank her for her commitment to her role. 
Getting back to the work of the development commissions, I refer to our local content policy. Putting local content 
advisers into each of the regional development commissions has been really great. They have really helped our 
businesses out in the regions to better understand how they can participate in regional supply and government contract 
works, and have been really fantastic in helping our regional businesses really connect with state government and 
what state government is doing. 
I guess that another first for our government was the response to the fires that happened earlier this year in Narrogin 
and Corrigin, and the appointment of the first ever district recovery coordinator, which was run through the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission, with Rob Cossart working to coordinate local governments together to support 
the recovery in the aftermath of the fires, as well as the money that our government put in to the Facey Group and 
the Corrigin Farm Improvement Group to help with the fire recovery. 
The development commissions are running a couple of other projects including the WaterSmart farms project that 
is looking at innovative solutions to reduce our reliance on scheme water. The wheatbelt secondary freight network 
project has brought together 42 local governments in the wheatbelt—out of the 62 local governments found in the 
agricultural region—to look at key transport routes to support the region’s major industries. The Great Southern 
Development Commission and the Wheatbelt Development Commission have also been working with the shires 
on drought resilience planning to deliver a regional drought resilience plan for the great southern and the wheatbelt, 
which is really great. 
I will move on to the regional economic development grants program and how fantastic these grants have been over 
the last five years. The statistics for the wheatbelt show an 18 per cent increase in regional small business enterprises, 
with the wheatbelt now having the second strongest regional economy in Western Australia. The regional economic 
development grants have had a significant impact in the regions. In Esperance, these regional economic development 
grants have impacted so many businesses, including through value-adding to the fishing industry. People can now 
go to Lucky Bay Brewing to purchase value-added products such as fish tacos made from locally caught fish. The 
new Esperance Distillery has also been helped through the innovation voucher program, an another initiative of 
Minister MacTiernan, whereby small businesses can get the support they want through these small grants. I recently 
visited Yirri Grove, an olive farm out of Esperance. It is a great place to go to on the weekends to have afternoon 
tea or lunch. It also sells high quality olive oil. It is looking to expand now with the assistance of a RED grant. 
Esperance Honey is another great company in Esperance. The grant it received will help it to get its B-QUAL export 
qualification licence. Bread Local is an awesome little startup bakery that was having difficulty with its kitchen’s 
power supply and needed an upgrade. The government recently announced a grant for that as well. 
I mentioned that grants have also facilitated Aboriginal economic development. For instance, the Gnowangerup 
Aboriginal Corporation and Tambellup Aboriginal Progress Association have received RED grants to help them 
move into seed collecting and carbon offsetting enterprises. RED grants have also helped the Badgebup Aboriginal 
Corporation and the Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation. Yesterday, a few members had the 
privilege of visiting the wheatbelt with Minister MacTiernan to announce the new round five RED grants. We caught 
up with Aboriginal Noongar boodja rangers who had received a RED grant for their sandalwood and seed collection 
that will go into creating great sandalwood products—their sandalwood nougat is just fantastic. We saw the great 
way that these RED grants have helped Aboriginal corporations around the regions. 
Bremer Bay Brewing Company has been another fantastic development and a great place for people to go to in 
summer. Esperance Diving and Fishing already has some accommodation in Esperance but I am pleased that the 
grants have supporting it to provide some disability accommodation services in Esperance because there is not much 
there. I will mention a few other businesses around the regions. Three Farmers is looking at value-adding through 
using oats, an emerging supply chain. It wants to develop grain storage and quality assurance protocols. That is 
a really great story. Great Southern Seed Works in Wagin wants to tackle the issue of farmers finding it hard to get 
good quality seeds for their cropping. That is another really great initiative. The RED grants program that has run 
over eight years has been a really fantastic program and provided more than $45 million to the regions. 
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I will quickly mention another really good regional program. The value add investment grants aim to build resilience 
and grow diversification in the regions. The money put into that program has attracted significant capital investment 
in its first round of grants creating over $132 million of private capital investment and over 600 full-time jobs, 
value-adding to all that we do within our huge agricultural industry. 
I will close by again commending the Minister for Regional Development for all her hard work that she has put 
into her regional development portfolio. Thank you very much. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.45 am]: I would also like to rise to speak 
on this excellent motion moved by Hon Shelley Payne. What a wonderful, wonderful initiative the regional economic 
development grants are. What a wonderful Minister for Regional Development we have who came up with this 
innovative idea and has overseen and delivered the grants since their inception through to the event that we attended 
yesterday in Gingin, as Hon Shelley Payne touched on. 
In Gingin, we saw again the absolute joy on the faces of business owners who had been successful in receiving the 
grants. The grants will take their business to the next level and help them to move and innovate into the future. We 
have some wonderful business people in regional Western Australia, many of whom have taken the opportunity 
to benefit from this round of grants that have been brought to us by this outstanding minister. So many of these 
grants have been given out to businesses over time. I want to go through a few of those businesses and give them 
a shout-out because they are the bread and butter of our community. Those businesses are our largest employers 
and are run by people who are driven and innovative and want to move their business to another level. Economic 
conditions have not always been good. It is always a challenge to set up a business in the regions. When times are 
bad, we tend to cop it the most, and when times are good, we tend to cop it the most because it is hard to get 
workers and it is often hard to access capital and finance. The businesses persevere and thrive through hard work 
and determination, but they appreciate it when they can get a little lift from the government through a financial 
interjection into their business. The fact that the government appreciates and cares about those businesses and wants 
them to succeed is terribly uplifting for those business owners. I acknowledge and salute them all. 
Yesterday, we announced funding for Barhyd Pty Ltd, a business in Badgingarra that is run by a young family. 
A $100 000 RED grant will enable that business to expand and meet local demand. How exciting is this next one? 
Infinite Green Energy is going to install a hydrogen refuelling station in Northam. People will be able to fill up their 
hydrogen vehicle in Northam and drive it to Perth where another refuelling station will be set up. The Northam Solar 
Farm will be used to produce the hydrogen to power the vehicles and enable carbon-free motoring. Best wishes to 
that business; that is a very exciting project. Koorian Farming Enterprises will diversify its enterprise to produce figs 
and pomegranates. I did not realise that these were imported into Western Australia. Northbound Trading will be 
making chips out of lupins—what a great idea that is—and exporting them to the world. It has now received a little 
boost and some appreciation. Australian Wool Innovation is coming up with a module that can be put into shearing 
sheds that will save the shearers from having to drag sheep out of the pens and onto the boards. This module will 
deliver the sheep to the shearer’s feet, ready for shearing. AIF will be working on that with a local engineering firm 
in Darkan, which will create local jobs. Bettongia Pty Ltd will be producing sandalwood nuts and expand that market. 
I tasted some of those yesterday. A lot of Aboriginal engagement went into that project. Merre Granola makes 
a wonderful granola locally in the wheatbelt. It is going to expand its capacity and increase its markets with a grant. 
The wonderful 14K Brewery makes all kinds of products from food waste that normally would have been thrown 
away. The brewery can turn it into magnificent lemonades and ciders. It will use its grant to purchase a mobile cool 
room to pick up some of its input material and to distribute some of its wonderful products to event, shows and various 
other destinations. These are great grants. There was a great vibe at yesterday’s announcement. Rob Cossart, the 
CEO of the Wheatbelt Development Commission, pointed out that it was a fitting final visit to the wheatbelt as 
minister on a 35-degree day in a tin shed, but we thought it was quite apt and a good way to make the announcement. 
The crowd was very enthusiastic and appreciative of the great job that the minister has done not only as our minister, 
but also for coming up with these novel and legacy projects that will drive the wheatbelt into the future. A bit has 
been said, and I will touch a little more on the minister’s contribution to agriculture and regional development. 
I want to read out the names of the other grant winners. They are not the only RED grant recipients in the wheatbelt. 
They include Augmenta Agriculture for its living farm expansion in York. That is a wonderful project. Another 
recipient is Evoke Living Homes, which is helping the government deliver a cost-effective modular housing situation 
all around the wheatbelt to cover the housing shortage. Also, Whinbin Rock Farms is constructing a bespoke malting 
facility, Armstrong Malt, to house equipment and infrastructure. The Noongar Land Enterprise Group received 
a grant to upgrade its native tree nursery, Boola Boornap, at Northam through the purchase of nursery benches and 
an irrigation system. The Shire of Bruce Rock received a grant for the Bruce Rock supermarket. For those who do 
not realise, the Bruce Rock supermarket burnt down a few years back. The local shire and the community are getting 
together to build a new supermarket in Bruce Rock to service the local community. Our government has been part 
of the rejuvenation of that important facility. 
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AgriFresh, another recipient of a RED grant, will establish a passionfruit industry in Western Australia. Passionfruit 
is important. We did not have that here. Who knew? West Hills Farm received a grant for a carrot pre-packing facility, 
along with Coorinja Vineyard for a function centre and accommodation facility in Toodyay. I encourage everybody 
to visit Toodyay and go to Coorinja Winery, which has magnificent wines. WA Sandalwood Plantations received 
a grant for a woodchip value-adding facility. Also, Main Camp WA will establish a deep water bore on its 
Badgingarra property to irrigate eucalyptus plants designed to meet the essential oils market. Eucalyptus is grown 
naturally in WA, so why not get around that industry? Julimar Date Garden, an agritourism venture, received a grant 
to construct a processing facility to process dates here in Western Australia. They grow naturally; we do not need 
to import them. The Noongar Chamber of Commerce and Industry received a grant for its Boya business solutions 
project. Also, Three Farmers Australia, for a low gluten oats supply chain. Gluten has become a dietary issue for 
many people across Australia and the world. This minister has seen fit to put some regional economic development 
funds into a project that helps work against that. The Shire of Koorda received a grant for the North Eastern Wheatbelt 
Regional Organisation of Councils to address some of our power issues in energy grids right across the state, along 
with Avon Valley Chevre, which produces artisan dairy products; and DromeDairy Body and Skin, which produces 
camel milk products. Bencubbin Truck N Auto’s is another business in need of expansion to meet local demand. 
It also received a grant, along with the Healthy Chocolate Company. All these businesses started up in the wheatbelt 
and have been supported by the regional economic development grants. 
Bruce Rock Engineering is a magnificent business. It employs half the town of Bruce Rock. This government has 
been able to help it expand its facility. Rowles Agriculture Company in Goomalling produces WA craft malt. I know 
the fellow who runs it quite well. He fought and fought to get his business up and running. The government was 
able to help him with funding. Other proponents to receive funding are Kochii Oil Mallee Equipment; the Jurien Bay 
Chamber of Commerce; Great Southern Seed Works; and Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management; CaterNet Pty Ltd, 
trading as Stumpy’s Gateway Roadhouse in Brookton. Everybody has been there. That is a magnificent place to 
pull up and get some fuel and something to eat. Marvick Native Farms Mogumber also received funding. All those 
businesses have been beneficiaries. Other beneficiaries include the Avon Valley Beef abattoir just near Northam; the 
accommodation facility at the Gravity Discovery Centre; Misty Ridge Plant Farm for an inland desalination and water 
re-use project; Murdoch University; and Northern Valleys Locavore Store. If members have never been to Bindoon, 
they should go and make sure they drop into Northern Valleys Locavore Store. Everything that business sells is 
sourced within 100 kilometres of Bindoon, one of the great food-producing areas of our state. Regional Development 
Australia in the wheatbelt received funding for its online sales booking and data platform for Noongar enterprises. 
The Shire of Koorda again received funding, as did the Wheatbelt Business Network, which does magnificent work 
across the wheatbelt. So many businesses have benefited from this terrific scheme, and so many more will. 
I want to say some kind words about our outgoing Minister for Regional Development. She is one of the best people 
I have ever met. Like many, I was shaped and convinced to have a go at politics by Hon Alannah MacTiernan. 
Dozens of us can say that. She has been a great support to many of us, especially in the early parts of our careers 
and before we came to this place. Her biggest outgoing legacy was announced today—a $320 million world-class 
agricultural headquarters at Murdoch University in Western Australia. This has been talked about for 20 years. 
That dear old 1950s facility in South Perth that was promised by a former government, cut by the former government 
and promised by governments over time has finally been delivered by this agriculture minister. This is a great day 
for agriculture in Western Australia. This is the day that the government says, “We appreciate your industry, we know 
it is about its strong future.” We look forward to increased research and development into agriculture for generations 
to come. If I had the opportunity to name it, I would name it after the minister. I hope the people listening to this 
today take that advice because that would be an apt and fitting outgoing act in appreciation of the minister’s great 
contribution to regional development, agriculture, this Parliament and Western Australia. Thank you very much. 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [11.55 am]: Acting President — 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: The only one who didn’t stand. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I was seeking the call. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: Was that pre-emptive of anything? You’re the only one who didn’t stand up. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Apologies. Thank you, Acting President. I was a little slow to jump to my feet, but I am 
here now. 
I, too, would like to commend Hon Shelley Payne for moving her motion today. I think it is fantastic to acknowledge 
the work of the regional development commissions and the regional economic development grants. The RED grants 
will remain a fantastic achievement of Hon Alannah MacTiernan. Let us not forget that when the Labor government 
came to office in 2017, it is fair to say that the royalties for regions program was in disarray. As we saw in 2018, 
the Langoulant review chastised the Barnett government for the poor management of the royalties for regions 
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program. I commend the minister for the way she basically overhauled the royalties for regions program and gave 
a focus to true economic development, which is what the program should have always been about. 
As we know, the regional economic development grants drive economic development and jobs in regional communities. 
It is a $45.8 million statewide initiative, investing in locally driven projects. The program will invest over $5 million 
over eight years into south west regions in my electorate. What is great about these grants is that they give development 
commissions the opportunity to outline regional priorities. They can go to the sector and say, “These are our priorities. 
These are the things we want to focus on.” The South West Development Commission’s priorities are Aboriginal 
small business development, agriculture and aquaculture. Many projects in my neck of the woods have been given 
a leg-up by the RED grants, with businesses focusing on low carbon energy resources, advanced manufacturing 
and maximising overseas and interstate exports. There is a focus on mining, tourism and events. It is a great 
disappointment that so few members of the opposition and the crossbench are here to partake in this discussion. 
Unfortunately, they have all been called away on urgent parliamentary business. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: You’ve got quality representation. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: It is good to see that at least one regional member is here. I note that the Leader of the 
Opposition in this place is trying to get an overhaul of the royalties for regions program. I note media reports in 
January 2021. An article in The West Australian stated that shadow royalties for regions minister Steve Thomas — 

… slammed the Nationals for refusing to meet with him over the “sensible … management” of Royalties 
for Regions funding. 

According to The West, he was slammed, which apparently is where Hon Dr Steve Thomas gets all his quotes from. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I am not taking interjections. 
I am here to acknowledge the great work being done with regional economic development grants and the great 
work of Hon Alannah MacTiernan. Hon Darren West talked about being in tin sheds on hot days when making 
announcements. That seems to be a recurring theme. The last RED grants announcement that I was at was held on 
a very hot day in Margaret River about 12 months ago when I was standing outside a chook shed. It was a very 
nice chook shed, I should add! Round 4 of the RED grants was held at Margaret River Free Range Eggs in the 
south west. That business was established in the region about 25 years ago and has gone from strength to strength. 
The business owners had the foresight when they purchased an egg production business in Margaret River 25 years 
ago to switch very early on to producing free range eggs. They recognised the gap in the market at that time. 
Margaret River Free Range Eggs received $150 000 for an advanced climatically controlled egg-processing plant. 
I can assure members that on the day we were there, the chickens seemed very comfortable in their climatically 
controlled shed while we all stood outside and were incredibly hot. We also announced a grant of $100 000 for 
a business called Eagles Heritage, which is now operated by the Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association. 
Eagles Heritage is a fantastic tourism business that rehabilitates raptors and other birds of prey. It was privately 
owned by a local family for many years and was in desperate need of revitalisation. The Margaret River Busselton 
Tourism Association is probably one of the leading tourism associations in Australia with a commercial focus. It 
has taken over that business and is using the RED grant to enhance that facility and work with the local Wadandi 
people to make sure that their cultural heritage is preserved and that tourists are engaged in it. 
Hidden River Estate in the south west was given a $100 000 grant for a strawberry propagation project while we were 
standing outside that incredibly hot chook shed. Until I met those proponents, I was not aware that we had a great 
strawberry-growing industry in Western Australia. Most of the runners—the plants used to start the strawberry 
farm—used to be imported from the east coast. A fabulous young couple are the first in Western Australia to have 
a strawberry propagation business that provides the runners to the strawberry farmers in Western Australia. That 
saves people from having to import them from the east coast. It is always nice when we can produce our own seed 
or root stock in Western Australia because of issues with biosecurity. 
A number of my colleagues want to speak, so I will not go through all the notes I have, but I will take the opportunity 
to acknowledge Hon Alannah MacTiernan for the great work she has done and the great focus she has had on the 
regional development and agriculture space. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [12.02 pm]: I had to jump up because 
we were mentioned for not adequately partaking in the debate. I am sure members opposite realise that I am very 
keen to make a contribution before the house today. This is something of a valedictory for the Minister for Regional 
Development, and that is fine. Members should be aware that when the minister announced her retirement, I put out 
a media statement titled “Statement on the impending retirement of Alannah MacTiernan”. I will not read the entire 
thing, but I will seek leave to table it just in case members have not read it. I actually said some quite nice things about 
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the Minister for Regional Development, which probably helped end her career, but that is what happens when you are 
praised by your opponents! I will read some of it in and members can read the other quotes later. It states — 

“I have always admired Alannah’s tenacity and work ethic” Dr Thomas said. “Whilst I have frequently 
disagreed with her on policy issues, I have always considered her to be a highly intelligent MP who makes 
a no-holds-barred contribution to the political fray and parliamentary debate. 
“I hold Alannah in high esteem as a political opponent, and I will miss our … fiery debates. 
“She has been both hard working and tenacious. 

I think we have seen evidence of that today. 
I seek leave to table the media release. 
[Leave granted. See paper 1927.] 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I have enormous respect for the Minister for Agriculture and Food. That does not mean 
that I agree with her all the time, but I have enjoyed our debates. We had some fiery debates in the house that shall 
not be named between 2005 and 2008. Interestingly, we both turned up back here in this chamber in 2017. They have 
been some of the more interesting, fiery and, ultimately, more fun debates that I have experienced in either house. 
As members on the other side have said, I, too, will miss the contributions of Hon Alannah MacTiernan and the 
debates we have had. 
Having said that, in the short time available, I will take issue with the motion before the house rather than the minister 
at which it is directed. I thought the first sentence was very interesting. Hon Shelley Payne moved that this house — 

commends the McGowan government for its strong commitment to our regions. 
That in itself is rather odd when considering that immediately after the election in 2021 the government moved to 
slash the representation in the regions when it had the political advantage and was on top in the upper house. Despite 
the Premier saying numerously and repeatedly that electoral reform of the upper house was not on his agenda, 
he immediately engaged in electoral reform because he had the opportunity. That immediately undermined the 
representation of the regions. He said that he would not and then he said that he would. That is what this government 
did. I am not so sure about the government’s commitment to the regions. 
I could have a conversation about the government’s commitment to a very important regional industry, and that is 
the forestry and hardwood timber industry in this state, but that would divert me from the core contribution that 
I would like to make today. I am happy for members of the Labor Party to talk about the good things that have been 
done in members’ electorates using regional development funds. That is absolutely fine. Good things have been done 
using regional development funding previously and they are being used to do good things now, but not everything 
has been successful. I could happily pull out regional development projects that the minister has endorsed that 
have not gone so well, but I do not need to do that today. 
A couple of critical issues in the motion today should be addressed. The motion refers to the government’s 
commitment to the regions, and that is the first thing that needs to be addressed. We need to address the issue of 
substitutions. That is a word that I know the Premier hates. I am not sure what the Minister for Regional Development 
thinks of it, but that is when the Labor Party takes funding for the normal operations of government from the royalties 
for regions budget. That includes, for example, $250 million a year for the regional water subsidy. I am happy to 
admit that the government has reduced the water subsidy substitution so that it has now been cut back, but that was 
only so the Labor Party could insert its own election commitments. The government is still engaged in substitutions. 
The country school bus service is a prime example. Every year, $70 million or $80 million is taken out of the 
royalties for regions budget because of the government’s substitution racket. Previously, that funding was always 
part of the Public Transport Authority’s budget. That is probably not the Minister for Regional Development’s fault. 
As I have frequently said, the Minister for Regional Development should have had more power. The fact that the 
minister was not on the government’s Expenditure Review Committee is a shame because she oversees an enormous 
part of the budget. That is another example of the government’s lack of commitment to the regions. 
Hon Darren West: Did you read the motion? 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I am reading the motion directly. It states — 

… commends the McGowan government for its strong commitment to our regions … 
That is part of the first sentence. I have not even got past the first sentence and members opposite are complaining. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Steve Martin): Members, if you could direct your comments through the 
chair and be on your best behaviour. We have some younger listeners in the gallery and they are struggling to hear, 
as is Hansard. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4111927cd653941b2b60303e4825890c0008f321/$file/tp-1927.pdf


Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 1 December 2022] 

 p6227b-6236a 
Hon Shelley Payne; Hon Darren West; Hon Jackie Jarvis; Hon Dr Steve Thomas; Hon Alannah MacTiernan; 

Hon Sandra Carr; Hon Peter Foster 

 [7] 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Thank you, Acting President, for your protection from the unruly interjections. 

The motion refers to the government’s commitment to the regions. We discussed the regional development 
commissions with which I have had quite a deal of experience. A number of members opposite should be well aware 
that the regional development commissions were stripped of their power of local decision-making. They have 
become advisory bodies whereas previously they were decision-making bodies. That happened almost immediately 
upon the ascension of the McGowan government back in 2017. They were decision-making bodies but they have 
had that power stripped.  

I will not seek to table it, but I have another press release from when I was the shadow Minister for Regional 
Development about the scrapping of the direct authority of regional development commissions. Sadly, they have become 
an extended secretariat for the centralised government. They have become an arm of the government’s publicity 
machine, in many cases. I have great respect for this minister but — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Members! The Leader of the Opposition has the call. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Thank you, Acting President. 

This minister has given direction to regional development commissions, and they are running the minister’s agenda. 
They are not decision-makers in their own right anymore; they are an extended secretariat. 

When the member stands up and says in the motion that they commend this government’s commitment to the 
regions, it is a nonsense. The first thing the government did after the 2021 election was to strip regional representation. 

Hon Peter Foster: We are still here! 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I expected the member to be elsewhere, but we will come to that in the fullness of time, 
as well. I think the member missed an opportunity, because we had a great debate this morning. The Labor Party, 
which lectured us this morning about representing regional people and how we should stand up for Western Australians, 
did not bother to turn up for the North West Central by-election. It did not bother to show up. I thought a shoo-in 
was coming, but there you go. It did not turn up to the North West Central election. 

It is not the Minister for Regional Development’s fault. If we believe the media reports, she had to be marched out of 
the room and reprimanded by the Premier for daring to suggest that the Labor Party should turn up. I appreciate the 
forthrightness with which this minister conducts herself. She was not afraid of the Premier, and she was happy to go 
there and say, “We should stand and take whatever the consequences are”. I say well done for that. The Labor Party 
should not lecture us on looking after and protecting the interests of the people of Western Australia, particularly in 
the regional areas, when it does not show up. It is not even a part of the debate and not even a part of the by-election. 
Talk about hypocrisy. 

I am a bit torn on this motion because I want to support some of the work conducted by the Minister for Regional 
Development. In some areas, she has done a good job. 

Hon Kyle McGinn: Have you said you supported RED grants? 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Some of the regional economic development stuff has been very good. 

Hon Kyle McGinn: That is what the motion is about. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: No, it is not. If it were purely about regional economic development grants, we would 
be having a very different debate. The member needs to read the first sentence. This minister has done some good 
things. I think the minister has done some terrible things but some great things, as well. I wish her all the best in the 
future, but the motion before the house does not refer to that, and it does not deserve support. 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [12.12 pm]: I thank 
Hon Shelley Payne for her motion, which gives us the opportunity to talk about this important issue today. I thank 
the members who have been so kind in their contributions today. 

I really want to use this as an opportunity to reflect on some of the things that we have been able to achieve in regional 
development. When we came into government, industry had great concern about the development commissions. 
They were all wandering off on their own with a variety of skill levels, shall we say. We needed to make them a more 
coherent part of government. Under the coalition, it had been a weapon in the blue-on-green wars. We did not seek 
to stop multipolar decision-making. Really importantly, we kept each of the development commissions as an 
independent statutory entity, and they all have a CEO, who provides advice directly to government. The suggestion, 
previously, that development commissions could run their own shows and make their own decisions—if it were true, 
but it is not true—would have been completely irresponsible. They need to be part of government. 
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These things take time and, of course, there were teething problems in getting a new system up and running. 
I want to compliment Terry Hill from the Pilbara Development Commission and Kris Starcevich from the 
Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission for the work they did making sure we got right the integration with 
the larger exercise of government. They are part of government; that is what they need to be. 

One area in which we have really been able to make this work and get real results for the community is through 
the local content network. In its office, each commission has a local content officer who is part of a statewide network 
that has entree right into the heart of government. That network ensures our regions have the ability to be part of 
the tender process for the $30 billion worth of procurement each year for government services. This was a huge effort 
that was put together to ensure that we prepare local businesses, that we understand the capability right across 
the regions in all areas of government procurement, and that our contracts are structured in such a way that local 
businesses can participate. We actively go out and ensure that regional businesses are aware of government 
procurement coming up, whether it is capital works or services, and that has been fantastically successful. It has taken 
some time to really reach that point, but now we see that our local content officers have a direct line of communication 
with the Department of Finance and all the other big procurement agencies. We are ensuring that we are embedding 
those opportunities for local regions to participate. That, in itself, has been a great success. 

We have made sure that the regional development commissions can participate and be really active helpers to 
government in addressing regional issues. The Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission, for example, has 
been actively involved in some of the most recent native title settlements. It has been fantastic. The South West 
Development Commission is really running the Collie transition program and developing the advanced manufacturing 
and technology hub concept for advanced manufacturing in the south west. The Great Southern Development 
Commission has taken an active role in taking our premier wine and food businesses into South-East Asia and creating 
a different level of opportunity for those businesses. It has stepped in to help local government on those really 
hard issues, when there is no other pathway to deal with things, such as the great landslip in the great southern. As 
Hon Shelley Payne set out, the Wheatbelt Development Commission played a role, through Rob Cossart, as the 
district recovery coordinator in their regional bushfire response and engaged in massive diversification. The 
Peel Development Commission drove forward and worked with other parts of government, not as a silo, to get up 
things like the Peel food innovation precinct. The Mid West Development Commission worked to develop 
a solution in which Western Australian universities deliver programs through our regional universities centre. The 
Gascoyne Development Commission worked to resolve really complex issues around flood management and jetties, 
and make the most of opportunities like the solar eclipse. The Pilbara Development Commission took a leading 
role in the development of the state and federal governments’ Pilbara hydrogen hub and really worked hard to bring 
industry and government together to get that $140 million commitment. It is also doing fantastic work in developing 
the capability of Aboriginal enterprises in the Pilbara. 

We have also seen the extraordinary work that the Kimberley Development Commission has taken on in developing 
a very localised response to the problem of juvenile justice. It is bringing all parts of government together, along 
with groups like Marlamanu, Miriuwung Gajerrong and Emama Nguda, to develop programs and a comprehensive 
justice response that is particularly tailored for the Kimberley. 

This is really important. The idea of having development commissions that are not just little fiefdoms that are 
out there to help with National–Liberal Party disputes, but rather are a central part of government, has made 
them more effective and able to take on more sophisticated roles. They have been able to work together as a team 
to advance the interests of the state. This is reversing the Balkanisation of development commissions that we have 
been seeing. I note that some members of the opposition and their surrogates, such as the mayor of the City of 
Greater Geraldton, have for some reason become a bit hostile to the regional economic development grants, even 
though they actually support some of the applications in their area. By the end of this round, about 300 regional 
economic development grants will have been issued. We have had an extraordinary success rate with those grants.  

We know that it is harder to do business in the bush, and that it involves more complexity and cost. However, our 
vision has always been to support and back the entrepreneurs and social enterprises in the regions that are doing 
good work and give them the opportunity to be the people who can take the community forward. Government 
members have outlined a raft of grants. Some of the most exciting grants have been for manufacturing in places like 
Bruce Rock, Carnamah, Albany, Geraldton and Kalgoorlie. It has been a great program and I hope that my successor 
will continue with this program and drive it forward. 

HON SANDRA CARR (Agricultural) [12.22 pm]: I, too, rise to support the motion put forward by Hon Shelley 
Payne. I thank her for raising such an excellent motion and providing us all with an opportunity to recognise the 
incredible contribution that the McGowan government is making to the lives of the people and communities in 
regional Western Australia. I would like to acknowledge that I was pleased to see Minister MacTiernan address the 
comments of Hon Dr Steve Thomas about regional development commissions. I plan to do the same myself. He 
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has really insulted the work of the people who live in our regional communities and who put so much time and effort 
into ensuring that they connect with, support and collaborate with our regional community members and businesses. 
That is a really important model to provide for our communities going forward. 
I would also like to address another myth that was put forward by Hon Dr Steve Thomas. Hon Dr Steve Thomas 
seems to have provided himself with the pseudo role of member for secondary information from The West Australian, 
because that paper seems to inform all his political fact-finding at the moment. His comment that there has been 
a diminishing of regional representation is absolute nonsense. His whole point about regional representation is that 
his party puts forward members who are based in the regions. All I am hearing when he says that is that either his 
party does not plan to do that, or it has no control over whether that does happen. 
Hon Kyle McGinn: “The Clan” won’t do it! 
Hon SANDRA CARR: “The Clan” probably will not allow that to happen, so I understand the conundrum in which 
the honourable member finds himself. 
I would like to talk about the regional economic development grants. They have made an outstanding contribution to the 
midwest. Recently, the Shire of Dandaragan opened its Turquoise Way Hill River Crossing Bridge. That project was 
delivered with the assistance of a $100 000 RED grant. That bridge provided the turning point for part of the fifth 
Wildflower Festival of Running and Walking on the Turquoise Coast in Jurien Bay. That shows how RED grants have 
added value to communities and continue to do so. That event added $2 million of visitor expenditure to the community, 
and it is continuing to add value and draw visitors to that region and build and enhance the Turquoise Coast as part of 
Western Australia’s fantastic tourism experiences. Members can rest assured that if they head to the Turquoise Coast, 
they will be a return visitor. It is a beautiful spot. That is the unanimous comment of people who visit that region. 
I will now talk quickly about the most recent round of RED grants, because I know that other members want to 
speak. There was over $600 000 of contributions in round 5 of the grants. A grant was made to the old Blue Heelers 
Tavern site in Geraldton. People from the midwest will know what I am talking about when I say that. The building 
had burnt down, and the site was derelict. That site will be revitalised to create a great community and tourism 
experience that will add value and vitality to that space. That is an outstanding exemplar of what can happen when 
the development commission, the local member, the community and the government work in collaboration to look 
at ways to address a derelict site. That can be compared with the division and attack that we see with other sites in 
Geraldton that are considered derelict, with people like the mayor of the City of Greater Geraldton spending all 
his time in that role trying to attack the government rather than collaborating with the government and our local 
member to achieve great outcomes for the community. When that division is removed from the process, we will 
see much better outcomes for the City of Greater Geraldton and the midwest more broadly. I will now sit down 
because I would like to allow my colleagues to speak. Thank you very much. 
HON PETER FOSTER (Mining and Pastoral) [12.27 pm]: Noting the brief amount of time available, I will be 
as quick as I can. As we have heard today, the McGowan government cares about the regions and has invested heavily 
into the regions. Hon Dr Steve Thomas might want to look at the budget papers and the over $12 billion that has 
been allocated to the regions and refresh his knowledge about that. 
I would also like to acknowledge Hon Alannah MacTiernan. I have had the privilege of joining her on a number of 
trips to the Gascoyne and have seen firsthand how much the regional economic development grants are delivering 
to our regions. I want to talk about two grants in particular. One was to a cafe that we visited in early November 
called Taste of Italy by Valeria. That business received a grant in round 4 of $100 000. Prior to receiving the 
RED grant, Valeria had been operating her business from the back of her house. She did not have a lot of space, 
so it was quite cramped and she was not able to expand. The grant enabled her to open a shop, which the minister 
formally opened on our visit, and we were taken inside for a bit of a tour. Valeria has put the grant money towards 
upgrading the kitchen and the fridges. The shop is amazing. What I also like about this business is that she is using 
local produce. As members know, Carnarvon produces a lot of fruit and vegetables, and Valeria is using the local 
tomatoes, capsicum, eggplant, zucchini, sweet corn, cucumber, mangoes and rockmelon for the produce that she sells 
in her store. If members get bored, they should look at her store on Facebook. She will be running a Christmas 
luncheon, which was sold out within minutes, which shows how popular Valeria’s Italian cooking is in Carnarvon. 
Another one I want to give a shout-out to is Dive Ningaloo, up in Exmouth. It received a round 3 regional economic 
development grant of $200 000, and that money went towards refurbishment of its vessel. While we were in Exmouth, 
the minister formally opened the ship; she smashed a bottle against the hull, which was a bit of a waste, but also 
quite an experience! We went inside the ship and had a look around. Dive Ningaloo has actually converted an old 
ferry into accommodation, and it will now be able to run diving tours. That is important, because it is creating jobs 
and tourism experiences for Exmouth. As members know, in April 2023 we will have a total solar eclipse, which will 
bring a lot of visitors to the north west, including Carnarvon, Coral Bay, Exmouth and Onslow. It is really important 
that some of these grants have been targeted at improving businesses that will value-add to tourism experiences. 
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One of the grants announced recently in the heat at Carnarvon—we seem to have a recurring theme of heat when 
announcing RED grants!—was for Mutts Cafe. It received funding to increase its capacity from 60 to 200. We will 
have a lot of hungry mouths in Exmouth when the total solar eclipse occurs, so it is great that that business will be 
able to expand its capacity when all those visitors arrive. 
Hon Darren West: We can stampede! 
Hon PETER FOSTER: Excellent! 
Noting that I have only 10 seconds left, I would like to end by acknowledging the Minister for Regional Development, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan. Everyone in the regions loves you, and you will be sorely missed. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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